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“Best Place to Hear and Read Good Poetry”

Wild Onions (from Door to Door)

I could write a poem that no one could tell was for you,
or for anyone. It would just be about the doors,
the old glass doorknobs in my apartment,
and Mission Carmel--the rickety stairs
dense with pigeons all the way up the sealed bell tower;
the brown fountains, dry but overrun with geraniums;
and the cemetery with its smell of wild onions,
irregular stones in adobe shade for two centuries,
and stray white cats--it would be
about a silver candlesnuffer
and a windmill turning in the rain.

Something About
A Winged Sonnet 

Something about these little song sparrows,
their avian tongues and throaty chortles,
the buzzy twittering floundering air
just outside the steamy bedroom window. 
	
Something about the rain, the way it clucks 
its testy tongue against the glass a blur 
with the setting sun’s seductive passion. 
Something about these sprightly singers.

Something about the way they tuck themselves 
inside their wing bars devoted to feathers.
Something about the heart here pinned inside, 
the tick of it, sky so blue, nimbus moon.  

Something about this perch beside the pane 
to watch day nestle in a moody moonlight. 

featuring :     Andrena Zawinski     &   Robert Thomas 

Zawinski’s first full collection, Traveling in Reflected Light 
(Pig Iron Press) won a Kenneth Patchen Prize in Poetry. Her 
Taking the Road Where It Leads was listed one of the best 
chapbooks by Montserrat Review. 

Zawinski’s most recent book, Something About (Blue Light 
Press) won the 2010 PEN Oakland Josephine Miles Award. 

For more information, see www.poetrymagazine.com/zawinski.

Robert Thomas’s first book, 
Door to Door (Fordham 
University Press), was selected 
by Yusef Komunyakaa as winner 
of the Poets Out Loud Prize.

Dragging the Lake, his second 
book, was published by 
Carnegie Mellon. 

Thomas has received an NEA 
poetry fellowship and a 
Pushcart Prize.

Andrena Zawinski has served 
as Features Editor at 
PoetryMagazine.com since 2000 
and is an Adjunct English 
Instructor at Laney Community 
College. She also founded and 
continues to organize the San 
Francisco Bay Area Women’s 
Potluck Poetry Salon.

For more information, go to www.robertthomaspoems.com.
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