
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

A Note from Ronnie 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
When I first came to the Albany 

Library in 1981, the Friends of the Albany 
Library was already a strong and active 
group. People such as Mary and Bill 
Hartung, Ruth and Dario Meniketti, and 
Catherine Webb welcomed me to the 
community. The Friends were active in 
the effort for a new library and the 
leadership for the two tax campaigns to 
increase library hours came from Friends 
activists Carole Truman and Joan Larson. 
The Friends who serve on the Albany 
Library Board are usually the strongest 
and most well informed members. 

The hard work of the Friends has 
resulted in a library that offers a variety of 
programs to all ages - toddler singalongs, 
crafts, poetry, book groups, job 
counseling, book groups and more. The 
newest program this fall is a collaboration 
between the Albany Library and the 
Albany FilmFest featuring new 
filmmakers. The Friends have also 
strengthened the Library's collections of 
books, audiobooks and DVDs. 
        I want to thank all of you for your 
work with the Friends. My special thanks 
to the current Board led by President Liz 
Keiley-Roark and Vice-president Marsha 
Skinner, who worked to make my 
wonderful and meaningful retirement 
party. 
       I can't help ending with this amazing 
fact: the Albany Library had its busiest 
month ever (ever!) this past July! 40,776 
items checked out.  So we continue to 
thrive with the Library staff, the Friends, 
and the community working together. 
 
Fondly,  

Ronnie Davis 
Retired Albany Library Manager 

2013 Friends Calendar 

 
September 21 – 50 cent sale, 10-4  
October 9 – FAL Membership 

Meeting 
 7 Business Meeting and Election 

of Officers 
 7:30 Presentation 

November 16 & 17 – Two day, two 

room sale with Collectible, Rare and 
Vintage, and more. 

 Keep up with our events on line 
(friendsalbanycalibrary.com) and on our 
bookmarks available at the library. 

 Make a note of our new phone 
number:  284 0609 

Friends Annual Meeting 
 
 University of San Francisco 
professor Brian Komei Dempster is the 
editor of two anthologies, From Our Side 
of the Fence: Growing up in America’s 
Concentration Camps and Making 
Home From War: Stories of Japanese 
American Exile and Resettlement. He 
will share experiences designing 
community-based writing workshops 
and collectively working with a group of 
mostly Nisei Japanese Americans who 
were imprisoned during World War II. 
 In December, 1941, Ruth 
Ichinaga was a child of 7 whose parents 
owned a neighborhood grocery store on 
Ward Street in Berkeley. Toru Saito, of 
San Francisco, was looking forward to 
his fourth birthday. They are two of the 
many Japanese Americans whose lives 
were changed drastically. They will be 
joining us to share their personal stories. 
 Brian will speak to the critical 
importance of storytelling and the power 
of writing to document, empower, and 
heal, as well as describing the rewards 
and challenges of the creative process.
 His debut book of poetry, 
Topaz, will be released in mid-October 
by Four Way Books. It is named after 
the internment camp where his mother’s 
family was held. This collection deals 
with cherished family relics and the 
lasting legacy of separation and 
incarceration.  
 Please join us for his 
presentation. A selection of books will 
be available for purchase following the 
program. 

Tiny Tickets 
 

Please drop off your almost-all –used-up 
BART tickets at the library.  

FAL converts them to cash for the library! 

 

 

Help 

You are needed 

Join the Board of the Friends. We 

meet the second Wednesday of the 

month for two hours, ten or eleven times 

a year. Come to our meetings and get 

to know us before you join us. Be  sure 

to come to our Membership Meeting on 

October 9, and enjoy hearing Brian 

Komei Dempster and his guest 

speakers. 



 

     FY 2011: $30,680        FY 2012: $33,111        FY 2013: $36,238 

 

 

$25,000  $30,000  $35,000  $40,000  

FY 2011 

FY 2012 

FY 2013 
(estimate) 

Friends of the Albany Library Donations 
to the Albany Library 

From the President 

How many ways are there to 
say thank you?  Surely as many as 
there are people to thank. I thank the 
Board of the Friends for choosing 
me to be their President for the past 
two years. I offer my gratitude to the 
library staff for their support and 
information; my appreciation to the 
all the volunteers and members who 
have enabled us to make our goals 
a reality; my applause to our 
community that  recognizes the 
value of a library and are willing to 
actively support it. Very special 
thanks to Ramzy Ayyad, owner of 
Zaki Kabob House, for his weekly 
support of the Friends over the past 
year. 

Once again we have increased 
our donation to the library - our on-
going reminder of the importance of 
new and relevant programs and 
materials.  

Over the past two years we 
have welcomed our Children’s 
Librarian, Dan Hess, and 
acknowledged, with joy and sorrow, 
the retirement of our Library 
Manager, Ronnie Davis.  We have 
lost a constant friend, Jewel 
Okawachi. Now we look forward to 
welcoming and getting to know our 
new Library Manager, Deborah 
(Deb) Sica. 

The Solano Stroll  was held on 
a beautiful day filled with Wheel 
spins,  greeting old and making new 
friends, and selling books. We made 
$790.76, and so sold almost 800    
books. 

Our next sale is on September 
21. The banner is up, and the Write 
Board and sign-up sheets are in 
place. All we need is you and your 
commitment to two hours. Please 
sign up on computer or at the library, 
or call us (new number 284 0609). 

If you haven’t done so, please 
consider joining the Board of the 
Friends. We need your participation 
and your ideas, and we only meet  
for two hours usually ten times a 
year. Let us know if you’re 
interested. 

I look forward to seeing you all 
at our annual meeting at 7pm, 
October 9, where we will elect new 
officers and be inspired by author 
and poet, Brian Komei Dempster,  

Hope to see you there, 

Liz Keiley-Roark 

 

Where Do the 

Leftovers From a Book 

Sale Go ? 
 

When the artists at Oakland’s 
Creative Growth Center needed 
magazines for collages, where 
did they turn? When a senior 
living facility wanted to establish 
a library, how did they find 
books? How do our slightly out-
of-date algebra texts find their 
way to Nigeria? After each sale, a 
group comes in to look over what 
is left and take anything – FREE. 

We keep a list of teachers 
and non-profit organizations, and 
notify them via e-mail. If you 
teach or tutor, or know someone 
who does, we would be happy to 
add to add you to our list. 

During the past year, our 
books have found their way to 
local jails and churches. One 
special local citizen takes 
requests from members of the 
US military, comes and picks 
through our books, and mails 
them off at his own expense. 

We received moving thank 
you notes from the naval 
destroyer USS Benfold, marines 
at Delaram, Afghanistan, an 
Alabama National Guard unit also 
in Afghanistan, and refugees in 
Camp Qarga. 

 
Marsha Skinner 

 

To all you who give your time and energy 
to support the Friends:  

Todd Abbot, Portia Abbot, Ronna 
Alexander, Jeanne Allen, Ilai Aloni, Sonam 
Kalden Arya, Andrea Banduhn, James 
Barnes, Deena Brown, Jeffrey Black, James 
Burger, Jacque Burris, Karen Carlson-Olson, 
Frank Carothers, Grace Chin, Jenny Craik, 
Ronnie Davis, Beth Devlin, Marta Eckert, 
Maggie Flanagan, Marie Fredell, Quynh 
Gallagher, Clara Rae Genser, Judy Goldman, 
Mike Goldman, Rosalie Gonzales, Margot 
Graves, Bob Guletz, Nancy Hartman, Dave 
Herum, Kay Hemp, Dan Hess, Emily Ho, 
David Hu, Elizabeth Hutchins, Bob Jacobs, 
Ann Jennings, Sangeeta Karnik, Amelia 
Keller, Sasha Keller, Annie Kenny, Barbara 
Keyes, Seong Han Kim,Trarie Kottkamp, 
Harold Kumbaya, Clay Larson, Joan Larson, 
Karen Leeburg, Jenny Li, Karen Madigan, 
Jack Madigan, Alan Maris, Isaac Martin, Pat 
McPeak, Bob Menzimer, June Miroshige, Eve 
Nilson, Cheryl Nichols, Karen Nierlich, Maryel 
Norris, Ann Nutt, Jewel Okawachi, Caryl 
O’Keefe, Hank Olson, Yachiyo Otsubo. Janet 
Pagels, Karin Pal, Jay Parafina, Grace 
Patterson, Jeanne Perkins, Susan Peters, 
Kathy Pimpan, Karen Platt, Wendy Polivka, 
Evan Polivka, Lev Pope, Beth Pun, Francine 
Rahn, Alan Riffer, Georganne Rosenberger, 
Lilia Rosenheimer, Juanita Rynerson, Edward 
Samuals, Rachael Scheibe, Marilyn 
Schumacher, Phillip Scott, Victoria Sears, 
Betty Schinnerer, Niles Shyu, Marsha 
Skinner, Zelma Soriano, Karen Street, 
Isabella Tangherlini, Winston Teitler, Sharon 
Todd, Linda Wong, Linda Wong-Westbrooke, 
Nathan Xu, Nancy Yates, Amuunaa Zalkhuu. 


