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As part of Art IS Education, Alameda County Library is presenting over 250 free arts events for youth and 
families. Many events focus on the theme “Inspiring Creative Communities!” encouraging Library patrons young 
and old to explore their creativity. The books on this list are suggestions for families to continue their creative 
explorations through the joy of reading together. Also, all locations are presenting “Make a Book!” workshops 
for families to create colorful books together. More info at www.aclibrary.org. 
 

Art IS Education is an annual celebration of youth arts learning in Alameda County in March. The Alameda 
County Library is working in partnership with the Alameda County Arts Commission and the Alameda County 
Office of Education to expand the reach of Art IS Education to library patrons.  
 

CHINESE & SPANISH PICTURE BOOKS  
 

Ch JPB Carle Hua le yi pi lan ma de hua jia  
Rather than use the same old colors, a child paints 
animals and objects in a variety of different hues. 
 

Ch JPB Kim   Shen qi de xiao lan zi    
This Chinese language book is about a girl quilting 
different shapes to make images she sees in 
nature.  
 

Ch JPB Sun  Zi ji hua de gu shi    
This Chinese language book is about a boy drawing 
his imaginary animals into stories.  
 

JPB Yeh    The Magic Brush 
This book in English tells the story of Jasmine's 
grandfather teaching Chinese calligraphy by 
drawing and telling stories. Includes information 
about Chinese characters and glossary of words. 
 

Sp JPB Carle El artista que pintó un caballo azul    
Rather than use the same old colors, a child paints 
animals and objects in a variety of different hues. 
 

Sp JPB Emberly   Piñata     
Bright collages tell the story of the piñata and the 
things you can find inside it. Each page is written in 
English and Spanish; “Tiny colored pencils, pads of 
paper to draw…” and “Lápicitos de colores, papel 
para dibujar…” 
 

Sp JPB Timmers   Cuervo  
Crow notices that the other birds, who are very 
colorful, are afraid of him. So Crow comes up with a 
plan... 
 

ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS  
 

JPB Alborozo   Let’s Paint!   
This book shares examples of how art is endlessly 
varied and essential for everyone. Assuring children 
that there are no mistakes in art or correct ways to 
make a painting, this book offers them the courage 
and inspiration.  
 

JPB Barnett       Chloe and the Lion    
The author fires the illustrator, over their artistic 
differences about the main character of their book. 
Then the author realizes both of them are needed, 
and they must work together to finish their story. 
 

JPB Beaty   Artist Ted    
Ted decides that his bedroom, as well as his school, 
needs the touch of an artist. When he cannot find 
one, he becomes one for the day, to the dismay of 
his mother, principal, and a new classmate, Pierre. 
 

ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS (continued) 
 

JPB Brennan  Willow  
In art class, neatness and imitation are encouraged, 
but when Willow brings imagination and creativity 
to her projects, even straight-laced Miss Hawthorn 
is influenced. 
 

JPB Brocket  Ruby, Violet Lime  
Brightly colored photographs illustrations 
demonstrate the primary colors, secondary colors 
as well as others. 
 

JPB Carle     The Artist Who Painted a Blue Horse    
Rather than use the same old colors, a child paints 
animals and objects in a variety of different hues. 
 

JPB Carle       Draw Me a Star    
An artist's drawing of a star begins the creation of 
an entire universe around him as each successive 
pictured object requests that he draw more  
 

JPB Daly   Happy Birthday, Jamela!   
Vibrant illustrations animate a sunny and satisfying 
story set in South Africa about embracing the 
imagination. 
 

JPB Daywalt   The Day the Crayons Quit  
Duncan arrives at school to find a stack of letters 
from his crayons, complaining about how he uses 
them. 
 

JPB Farley  Ike's Incredible Ink    
Preparing to write an incredible story, little Ike 
discovers that he is missing just the right ink for his 
project! 

 

JPB Friedman  Matisse’s Garden  
One day artist Henri Matisse cut a small bird out of 
a piece of paper. It looked lonely, so he cut out 
more shapes. Next Matisse transformed his walls 
into a garden and created a new form of art. 
 

JPB De Groat   Ants in Your Pants   
Gilbert seems to be the only one in his class who 
cannot think of any ideas for an Earth Day project. 
 

JPB Hall    Perfect Square   
A perfect square that is perfectly happy is torn  
into pieces and crumpled, but finds in each 
transformation that it can be something new,  
and just as happy. 
 

JPB Hawkes   Remy and Lulu  
A down-on-his-luck painter with poor eyesight 
teams up with a dog with a knack for painting 
portraits. 
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ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS (continued) 
 

JPB Holub   Little Red Writing  
Once upon a time, a brave little red pencil sets out 
to write an exciting story with nouns, adverbs and 
everything--but first she has to face the ravenous 
pencil sharpener, the Wolf 3000. 
 

JPB Johnson   Magritte's Marvelous Hat   
This story captures the famous surrealist painter 
Magritte by telling of his mischievous hat! In this 
playful romp, readers can alter the artwork with 
four transparent pages, adding to the whimsy of the 
experience! 
 

JPB Kutschbach   The Art Treasure Hunt   
An introduction to some of the world's greatest 
paintings from different periods and cultures 
provides a list of searchable objects that youngsters 
are invited to discover and offers information about 
the artist and the work. 
 

JPB Larsen   The Imaginary Garden    
After moving houses, a family’s gardening must end. 
So they grow an imaginary garden by painting one! 
 

JPB Lichtenheld  Bridget's Beret    
When Bridget loses the beret that gives her artistic 
inspiration, she thinks she will never be able to 
draw again. 
 

JPB Light  Louise Loves Art   
Louise is an irrepressible little girl who loves both 
Art, her little brother, and art, the medium that lets 
her express her exuberant creativity. Louise Loves 
Art is a celebration of the brilliant artist who resides 
in all of us. 
 

JPB Lobel   10 Hungry Rabbits   
Ten rabbits are hungry for supper but Mama Rabbit 
has nothing to put in her soup pot.  Papa sends the 
little ones to the garden where they discover 
increasing numbers of foods in many different 
colors. 
 

JPB McLean   Curtain Up!   
Amaya performs in a musical and experiences the 
process of auditioning, costume fittings, rehearsals, 
stage fright, and performance. Book includes a 
glossary of theatrical terms.  
 

JPB Napoli   Ready to Dream   
While drawing pictures of the animals she sees on 
her trip to Australia, a young girl meets an aborigine 
woman artist and learns that art is not always 
created with paper and paints and that mistakes are 
happy accidents. 
 

JPB Nayar   What Should I Make?   
While his mother makes chapatis, Neeraj 
transforms a piece of dough into different animals. 
 

JPB Polacco  Art of Miss Chew     
This story about a teacher Miss Chew who 
encourages individuality, accepts learning 
differences, and helps a young student with 
academic difficulties get extra time for tests and 
permission to be in advanced art classes. 
 

JPB Power   Albertine's got talent 
Dad is a prize-winning gardener, Mom can speedily 
sew complicated outfits, and brother Sam is an 
expert at soccer, but Albertine needs help 
uncovering her hidden talents. 

ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS (continued) 
 

JPB Reynolds  Sky Color  
When Marisol helps make a mural for the school 
library, she wonders how to make a sky without 
blue paint. 
 

JPB Robinson   Whale Shines 
Encouraged the glow-in-the-dark plankton, a self-
doubting whale learns that anyone can be an artist 
and everyone has something unique to contribute. 
JPB Saltzberg Andrew Drew and Drew    
If you love to draw, if you love to imagine, you will 
love Andrew. Follow him as he doodles his way 
through the flaps and folds of this unusual book. 
 

JPB Scanlon Think Big   
A classroom of exuberant youngsters explores art in 
its most varied forms, from painting, music, and 
writing to cooking and performing. 
 

JPB Tullet             Mix it Up!    
Using no special effects other than the reader's 
imagination, a series of dots multiplies, grows, or 
changes color by pressing, tilting, or blowing on the 
previous page. 
 

JPB Walker Flower at the Tip of My Nose  
Radiant images share a joyous celebration of the 
interconnections between self, nature, and 
creativity. 
 

JPB Winter  Mr. Cornell’s Dream Boxes    
The artist Joseph Cornell loved to draw, dream and 
collect things. With these collected treasures, he 
made shadowboxes—wonderlands covered in glass.  
 

JPB Weisner  Art & Max   
Max wants to be an artist like Arthur, but his first 
attempt at using a paintbrush sends the two friends 
on a whirlwind trip through various media, with 
unexpected consequences.  
 

CHILDREN’S FICTION 
 

J BALLIET  Chasing Vermeer (visual art)   
J BROACH Masterpiece (visual art)    
J FEIFFER Man in the Ceiling (visual art) 
J RUSSELL Dork Diaries (visual art)   
J TREVINO I, Juan de Pareja (art biography) 
J WILKS  Mirrorscape (visual art)   
J YEP   The Magic Paintbrush (visual art)   
 

CHILDREN’S NONFICTION 
 

J372.623 OLIEN  Kids Write!  
J398.20952 HODGES The Boy Who Drew Cats  
J398.8 SWITCHING Switching on the Moon  
J759 AYES             Story of World’s  

Greatest Paintings 
J759.4 BJORK        Linnea in Monet’s Garden 
J759.9492 BIE    Rembrandt  
J775 RABBAT   Using Digital Images  
J780 ALIKI  Ah, Music!   
J780.8996 IGUS  I See the Rhythm  
J784.21 GREENBERG Ballet for Martha  
J792.0226 JACOBS Putting on a Play  
J793.31 ANCONA  Let's Dance  
J944.72 MCCULLY Secret Cave  
JB MOZART  For the Love of Music  
JB PEET   Bill Peet  
JB SAY                    Drawing From Memory 
JB WARHOL           Portrait of Andy Warhol



 

 

 


